
 What will be the canon for the artist’s book in the 21st Century?        

 A two year, AHRC - funded research project at the Centre for Fine Print Research,  

 UWE Bristol. 

 In an arena that now includes both digital and traditionally produced artists’ 

books, what will constitute the concepts of artists’ publishing in the future? 

 Over 2008 and 2009 we will be investigating and discussing issues concerning 

the history and future of the artist’s book. This research project intends to open a 

debate to an international community of artists, educators, researchers, students, 

presses, publishers, librarians, curators, dealers, collectors and anyone involved 

in the field. 

 http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/canon.htm 
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Sienkiewicza Street, Kielce 



SIENKIEWICZA STREET IN KIELCE, Radoslaw Nowakowski 

17 x 31 cm (folded) 50 x 1050 cm (unfolded), language: English, Polish, Esperanto and others, 2002, deskjet 

printer, hardbound (brown / yellow linen) + plywood box, open edition 

www.liberatorium.com 



Radoslaw Nowakowski - SIENKIEWICZA STREET IN KIELCE 

“A man is walking along the street. It’s the main street in the town he does not know at all, where he has 

stopped accidentally and has to spend a few hours. He is not in a hurry, so he’s walking slowly looking 

around, listening, letting thoughts to flow across his head. He stops from time to time and then goes on 

walking flapping and clacking ..... walking along the street-sentence .....” 

http://www.liberatorium.com/ulica/ulica.html 



SIENKIEWICZA STREET IN KIELCE, Radoslaw Nowakowski 



Non-description of the World, Part Two. 



Non-completed Theory of Art, 1994. 





Dabrowa Dolna 



Nondescription of the hill (Nieopisanie gory) 1999 Radoslaw Nowakowski 

A4 square, hardbound (white linen) + plywood box, deskjet printer 

language: trilingual version (Polish-English-Esperanto) open edition: 23 copies made to date. 

http://www.liberatorium.com/gora/gora.html 



End of the World according to Emeryk 

http://www.liberatorium.com/emeryk/kswe.html 

The first part of Emeryk appeared in the Internet in 2002 (www.wici.info). In 2005 it was 

released on CD (edition of 2000) by korporacja ha!art – it was the first publication of that 

kind in Poland, and a worstseller as well. For various reasons - one of them is simply lack of 

hypertext shelf in any bookshop in Poland. So you can find Emeryk among audiobooks, if 

ever. 



Liberlandia 

Radoslaw Nowakowski’s hypertext work in progress  

www.liberatorium.com/liberlandia.html and http://www.liberlandia.net/ 



Book Art Museum, Lodz 
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Book Art Museum, Lodz 



Nine Poems (1988), Czeslaw Milosz / Stasys Eidrigevicius 

9 poems by Czeslaw Milosz selected by Zdzislaw Jaskula, translated into German by Karl Dedecius. 

8 prints by Stasys Eidrigevicius; etchings and aquatints. Text printed on Achat paper, artwork on Schut,  

interlaid with sheets of Japanese paper. Hardcover o white linen, and cloth bound box with the 9th image of  

Stasys Eidrigevicius screenprinted on the box. 

Edition of 100 copies  



The Prophetic Book (1988/89), Craig Raine 

The 10th publication by CdA. English and Polish texts in 7 parts, with 11 linocuts by Krzysztof Wawrzyniak 

printed on paper that was handmade by Correspondence des Arts. 

Edition of 100.  



The Lay of the Love and Death of Cornet 

Christoph Rilke – Born to Kill, Born to 

Die (1994), Rainer Maria Rilke, Krzysztof 

Miller, Design by Pawel Tryzno 

Two books in a hard cover, joined by a symbolic 

flag. The first part, a white book, has Rilke’s poem 

translated into Polish by Adam Wlodek. The 

second, black, book has photographs by Krzysztof 

Miller (reporter for Gazeta Wyborcza). 

15 offset prints and 40 original colour photographs 

from war zones. Screenprinted canvas flag. 

Edition of 50. 



Portae Hierosolymae (2000), Krzysztof Penderecki / Jadwiga and Janusz Tryzno 

The 19th publication by CdA, an art box for the CD “Seven Gates of Jerusalem” by Krzysztof Penderecki. 

Assemblage of handmade paper, screenprinted linen and typography on black polished paper. 

A brass plate with a picture of the eighth gate etched in it forms the base of the whole construction. 

Edition of 30 copies signed by the composers and artists. 



The Door Stands Open, Seamus Heaney / Jadwiga and Janusz Tryzno 

A deluxe edition of 50 copies, numbered I to L. A photostat of Seamus Heaney’s handwritten copy of Saw 

Music accompanies the poem. The slipcase incorporates a collage of images of both poets with articles from 

Polish newspapers in the days following the death of Czeslaw Milosz.Poems handset and printed on 

handwoven paper from Poland. Stainless steel covers in a glass slipcase with solid lead spine. 

A regular edition was also produced in 250 copies.  



Train ride, Kielce - Warsaw - Poznan 



The National Library of Poland, Warsaw 



Alicja Slowikowska (curator of the 

Contemporary Polish Book Art 

exhibition series) and Joanna 

Stokowska (paper artist). 

The Book Art exhibitions include 

invited artists and open calls; there 

are no limitations on what can be 

included under the Book Art umbrella. 

Both established and younger artists 

are encouraged to participate and 

show objects, illustrations, fine press 

books, authors’ books, limited 

editions, artists’ books and book 

installations. 



http://bookart.pl 



Tomasz Wilmanski and Joanna Adamczewska 

Galeria AT, Poznan 



Tomasz Wilmanski, Nie Zawsze Nie  (No Always No), 1995. A performance 

and book. An example of one of Wilmanski’s small and very private 

performances. Performed in front of only 30 of his invited guests. 



Acoustic Books, Joanna Adamczewska. Since the late 1980’s 

Adamczewska has been working on ‘Acoustic Books’, a series of unique 

books. These are books that have been produced to create different 

sounds as they are opened and she presents the opening of the books 

as a performance in front of an audience. 



Joanna Hoffmann 

Life is… and Other Stories, 2009 



Joanna Hoffmann 

Passport. 



Joanna Hoffmann 

Music for inert repetitions, 2009. 



Emmett Williams, Meditation No. 1, 1958. The ‘Book and What Next 5’ exhibition at Galeria AT 

in October and November 2004 was entitled ‘Alphabet’. Wilmanski invited artists who were 

working with text, books and letters to present works whose starting point were letters 
building the alphabet notation. 


