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Artists’ books around the  

world in the 21st Century 



Love Takes Two & The Other Side 

Anita M-28 & Sal Clarke  

(Sally Alatalo) 

http://sararanchouse.com 

Artists’ books on the shelves -  

But what is inside? 



Legendary, Lexical, Loquacious Love 

Eve Rhymer (romance author pseudonym of Karen Reimer) 1996 

Sara Ranchouse Publishing Romance Series #2 

! 

A commercially published romance novel that has been alphabetised; each chapter corresponds to a letter, 

from a-z. Special characters, such as punctuation and capitalisation, are kept intact.  

The cover features Sally Alatalo as a romantic heroine being rescued from the sea after a fateful shipwreck.  

http://sararanchouse.com 



Unforeseen Alliances  

Anita M-28 (Sally Alatalo) 2001 

Sara Ranchouse Publishing Romance Series #3 

“Unforeseen Alliances addresses romance readers’ compulsive dispositions, and bears witness to my 

own pleasure in collecting, arranging, and generally playing, with books. 

Titles of extant romance novels have been recycled into new love poetry - each line of each poem is 

the title of a novel.  An appendix of those titles perused appears at the end of the book.”   Sally 

Alatalo  http://sararanchouse.com 

! 



The Ghost in the Fog: XXV The Corrections by Barrie Tullett is, as he says: “the ghost of a book. It documents corrections made by the 

editors, translators and contributors to How to Address the Fog: XXV Finnish Poems 1978-2002. Published in 2005, the original went through 

five sets of amendments. This book reveals only the corrected text, marginal notes and proof-readers' marks, forming a different kind of 

poetry - one of an accidental, concrete kind. It is a book of absences.” 

www.the-case.co.uk/Ghost.html 



A Handful of Memories, Dundee John Bently, 2002, Liver & Lights Scriptorium, London, UK             www.liverandlights.co.uk 



Black Bob, Colin Sackett, 2008 

Printed alike throughout full-bleed black letterpress line-block. 124pp 174 x 115 letterpress, paper-covered 

casebinding; edition of 100 copies, Coracle, London 1989, new edition of 200 copies, Coracle, EIRE 2008. 

“Black Bob has its title printed onto the boards of the front cover, and printed in reverse on the back boards.  

Within, each printed endpaper repeats exactly, making the book two sequences running in opposite directions: 

63 black-and-white images of three blackface sheep before a mountain stream move from back to front, and 

63 images of Black Bob and his bearded shepherd on a stream’s verge move from front to back. Each spread 

is ‘identical’; the halved images join in transit to show a coherent, static, image assembled from two separate, 

contradictory flows.”  

Harry Gilonis: ‘How to Read II’, Certain Trees: The Constructed Book, Poem and Object 1964–2006, 

Saint-Yrieix-La-Perche, 2006    www.colinsackett.co.uk 



quandaries by seekers of lice, book and CD, 2009  

Each quandary consists of two words connected by “or”. The first 499 are in English, the next 499 in French. The quandaries 

conflate meaning, sound, association and visual pattern through alliteration, rhyme, half rhyme and non-logical pairings. 

Meaning is jostled aside by the strangeness of language.    www.axisweb.org/artist/seekersoflice 



Books and performance 



Karaoke by Masumi Shibata 

Published by Preacher’s Biscuit Books, USA 

www.preachersbiscuitbooks.com 



Dark Globe Francis Elliott,  Foundry (FND 037/08), 2008 

http://franciselliott.com/foundryarchive08.html 



Moon 

Kurt Johannessen 

On the 20th of March 2000, a collection of stories concerning the moon were conveyed by telephone in the rotunda of The Bergen 

Art Museum, Norway.  24 people from different places around the world narrated stories and personal experiences related to the 

moon. All the stories were told in the respective callers' native language. This book is a documentation in the original language 

and also translated into English.  

Steinar 

Kurt Johannessen 

On 17 and 18 July 2002 Kurt Johannessen hiked around in the Finse area. He stopped by selected stones and read fairy tales to 

them. He read a total of 22 stories for 22 different stones. All the fairy tales came from the Asbjørnsen and Moe Collections, and all 

were about trolls. The book is a compilation of pictures of the stones and the titles of the fairy tales read to them. 

        

www.zeth.no  



Read Me Series 

Ahlrich van Ohlen, Germany 

Six pieces of artwork pages sent from Germany during 

March 2008: Read Me!, Read, Read me Once, Read me 

Twice, Read Exactly and Reading in the Snow  

for Reading Around  

www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/reading.htm 



baska simdi yok - a collaborative artist’s book produced in Istanbul, 2008. 

Each artist had 90 seconds to fill a page before passing it on to the next person. The collaborators were: Didem Cabukel, Ufuk 

Atan, Baysan Yuksel, Ozgur Erman, Caglar Biyikoglu and Akin Biyikoglu. 

http://baskasimdiyok.blogspot.com/2008/02/kamera-arkas.html  



Is there something you want to tell us? 



The Bush Administration Trilogy  

Gray Fraser, Canada 

The Anthrax Treatment Kit by Haliburton™ - satirically proposes a 

product produced specifically for the foreign market by Dick 

Cheney’s former company, Halliburton. Through concept and 

metaphor the work highlights the influence Halliburton has on U.S. 

Home Land Security policies, and how the corporation then profits 

from war and scare tactics on a global scale. 

! 

! 

My Car Doesn’t Need a Gas Tank -  explores the use of an 

alternative energy source as a means to help combat the current 

U.S. foreign policy – a policy that seems to be fuelled by gasoline 

profits. 

! 

The Mission - Panoramic slices of a paranoid mind, the fuzzy, almost 

pixellated images of this book look like stills from a surveillance 

camera. The text, laid out on top of them in government-databank 

font, chronicles the surreptitious rendezvous of the author with an 

anonymous party to whom he delivers a small piece of paper 

containing “information about information leading to the 

whereabouts of terrorists.” 

http://www.productiongray.com 



Halliburton Code of Ethics, Earle D Swope, Shock and Awe Press, 2006, USA 

Printed on “Dissolvo” papers.    

http://idbookarts.ning.com/profile/earleswope 



We Want Everyone Facebook and The New American Right  

An essay by Tom Hodgkinson 

published by Bracketpress. 

Second Edition 

At the time of writing, Facebook has 66 million active users - 

and 2 million new ones join each week. But you won't catch 

Tom Hodgkinson volunteering his personal information - not 

now that he knows the politics of the people behind the social 

networking site. 

208mm x 134mm, 20 pages, laser copied print on Strathmore 

Natural White 118gsm wove, sewn-in black card jacket with 

Zerkall Ingres eggshell blue wrapper. 

Hand numbered edition of 100 

http://www.bracketpress.co.uk 



Facebook’s privacy policy 

Just for fun, try substituting the words 'Big Brother' whenever you read the word 'Facebook’ 

1  We will advertise at you 

2  You can't delete anything 

3  Anyone can glance at your intimate confessions 

4  Our marketing profile of you will be unbeatable 

5  Opting out doesn't mean opting out 

6  The CIA may look at the stuff when they feel like it 

"By using Facebook, you are consenting to have your personal data transferred to and processed in the United 

States ... We may be required to disclose user information pursuant to lawful requests, such as subpoenas or court 

orders, or in compliance with applicable laws. We do not reveal information until we have a good faith belief that an 

information request by law enforcement or private litigants meets applicable legal standards. Additionally, we may 

share account or other information when we believe it is necessary to comply with law, to protect our interests or 

property, to prevent fraud or other illegal activity perpetrated through the Facebook service or using the Facebook 

name, or to prevent imminent bodily harm. This may include sharing information with other companies, lawyers, 

agents or government agencies.” 

Excerpt from Tom Hodgkinson’s essay:  With friends like these ... 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2008/jan/14/facebook  



plight of the paper balloons 

a codex event 4 collaboration 2008 

Australia 

! 

pflight of the paper balloons is a series of collaborative bookworks made over a period of 8 months 

between, Sara Bowen, Darren Bryant, Liz Deckers, Rebekah Evans, Louise Irving, Joanna 

Kambourian & Tim Mosely. 

A metaphor for the very public plight of refugees coming to Australian shores, trying to cross 

boundaries from oppression. The balloons developed into deflated objects symbolic of the 

deflated hopes of so many refugees and in their final form as books they take the shape of a boats 

when opened. The names for the "boats" were taken from the identified detention centres used by 

the Australian federal government to "deal" with the illegal immigrants. 

www.silverwattlepress.com 



What does it take to make a beautiful book? 



Book Art Museum, Lodz  http://book.art.pl 



Book Art Museum, Lodz  http://book.art.pl 



Book Art Museum, Lodz  http://book.art.pl 



Nine Poems (1988), Czeslaw Milosz / Stasys Eidrigevicius 

9 poems by Czeslaw Milosz selected by Zdzislaw Jaskula, translated into German by Karl Dedecius. 

8 prints by Stasys Eidrigevicius; etchings and aquatints. Text printed on Achat paper, artwork on Schut,  

interlaid with sheets of Japanese paper. Hardcover o white linen, and cloth bound box with the 9th image of  

Stasys Eidrigevicius screenprinted on the box. 

Edition of 100 copies  



Portae Hierosolymae (2000), Krzysztof Penderecki / Jadwiga and Janusz Tryzno 

The 19th publication by CdA, an art box for the CD “Seven Gates of Jerusalem” by Krzysztof Penderecki. 

Assemblage of handmade paper, screenprinted linen and typography on black polished paper. 

A brass plate with a picture of the eighth gate etched in it forms the base of the whole construction. 

Edition of 30 copies signed by the composers and artists. 



The Door Stands Open, Seamus Heaney / Jadwiga and Janusz Tryzno 

A deluxe edition of 50 copies, numbered I to L. A photostat of Seamus Heaney’s handwritten copy of Saw 

Music accompanies the poem. The slipcase incorporates a collage of images of both poets with articles from 

Polish newspapers in the days following the death of Czeslaw Milosz.Poems handset and printed on 

handwoven paper from Poland. Stainless steel covers in a glass slipcase with solid lead spine. 

A regular edition was also produced in 250 copies.  



Journey to the Centre, a collaboration 

between Otto and Katherina 

Manolessou.  

A variation on Jules Verne's Journey 

to the Centre of the Earth.   

Return of the Crayfish, by Otto Hand 

printed, 16 pages, colours: orange, 

blue, black, gold, screen-print, 

edition 100 

www.ottobooks.co.uk 



British Butterflies Tracey Bush, London, UK, 2004 

Open numbered edition -20 in existence at present. Cloth bound stamp album, hand-cut (scissors) shapes from maps 

of the British Isles, handwriting.  www.cga.org.uk/traceybush 



British Butterflies; book works by Tracey Bush 



Buttercup 

Tracey Bush 

Glass dome: 14cm (b) x 20cm (h) 

Plastic, foam, pigments, paper packaging, glue. 

  

Poppy 

Tracey Bush 

Glass dome: 25cm (b) x 46cm (h) 

Plastic, foam, pigments, paper packaging, glue 



Roadkill, Lucy May Schofield 

Origami folded watercolour prints of pheasant road kill punctuate the purified contentment of rural living, as gentle reminders  

of mortality. A series of 3 birds, each digitally printed on Somerset enhanced paper, hardback cloth covered case with gold foil 

 lettering.  2006                www.lucymayschofield.co.uk 



Trail  Finlay Taylor, Pupa Press, screenprint with snail intervention, 2002 

http://www.camberwell.arts.ac.uk/36050.htm 





MONEYRIA, Dmitry Sayenko 2004, USSR 

11 cardboard pages with woodcuts and English text, original banknotes of 1922-1948.  

Edition: 6 numbered and signed copies. 

www.artist-sayenko.com  



MONEYRIA, Dmitry Sayenko 2004, USSR 

11 cardboard pages with woodcuts and English text, original banknotes of 1922-1948.  

Edition: 6 numbered and signed copies.  www.artist-sayenko.com  



The Tobacco Novels, Dmitry Sayenko 2008, USSR 

Text & images by Dmitry Sayenko. 32 pages with 15 images (woodcuts) on hand made paper by  

D. Sayenko. English text: Plantin’18 Bold, printing, binding by D. Sayenko. Leather spine. Special slip case. Total 

edition: 8 numbered & signed copies.    www.artist-sayenko.com  



Make, Katherine Johnson, 2008  http://www.axisweb.org/seWork.aspx?WORKID=64950 



Make, Katherine Johnson, 2008  http://www.axisweb.org/seWork.aspx?WORKID=64950 



Five Luminous Towers, A Book to be Read in the Dark, Carol Barton, USA 

Offset printing, laser-cut pop-ups, light and batteries, edition of 50 

www.popularkinetics.com/tower_book.html  



Altered Books 

Altered book by Todd Abbott for Regenerator, 2007    

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/regen/tabbott1.htm 



Todd Abbott, reworked book  

Francis Wheatley, Studies in British Art, by Mary Webster 

www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/regen/tabbott1.htm 



Siobhan Martin 

Altered book from Dai Country, Short stories by Alun Richards         http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/regen/siobmart1.htm 



Deirdre McGrath 

Book altered:  The Famished Road by Ben Okri 

New title: Wreath for a Spirit-Child 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/regen/dmcgrath1.htm 



Josef von Sternberg – Shadow is…  by  Mette Ambeck 

“I received the catalogue: 'The Cinema of Josef von Sternberg’  which I then altered by cutting the quote by Josef von Sternberg 

into the pages: 'Shadow is mystery and light is clarity.  Shadow conceals – light reveals. To know what to reveal and what to  

conceal and in what degrees to do this is all there is to art.’ The cut pieces were then added to the cover.”  

http://www.mdd.dk 



Lina Hakim, Beirut letters  2009 Lebanon 

Modified book (installation), part of the Hopes and Doubts group show curated by Costantino d'Orazio at the 

Merz Foundation in Torino, Italy, January-April 2009. The letters from Hanan al-Shaykh's book are undone into 

lines of text that pour out of the book and are sent off in paper boats.    

www.matchboxflight.com 



Lina Hakim, Beirut letters Modified book (installation) 

www.matchboxflight.com 



Architectural altered book by Guy Begbie 



Architectural Interior book by Guy Begbie 



Ways of seeing and displaying books 



Sitting Room, a travelling exhibition of a sitting room full of artists’ books, 2006-2008. 

Curated by Lucy May Schofield and Tom Sowden, Righton Press, Manchester. 



Sitting Room, a travelling exhibition of  

a sitting room full of artists’ books,  

2006-2008. 

Curated by 

Lucy May Schofield and Tom Sowden, 

for Righton Press, Manchester. 

At venues in the USA and Mexico 



Sitting Room, a travelling exhibition of a sitting room 

full of artists’ books, 2006-2008. 

Curated by Lucy May Schofield and Tom Sowden, 

Righton Press, Manchester. 



Sitting Room, a travelling exhibition of a sitting room full of artists’ books, 2006-2008. 

Curated by Lucy May Schofield and Tom Sowden, Righton Press, Manchester. 



“Micro-Pages” is a project curated by Abigail Thomas  that aims to start a conversation about the 

issues surrounding the display of artists’ books. Selected artists' books are being turned into a reel of 

microfilm for a touring exhibition. The work will be accessed through microfilm reader machines in 

participating libraries and archive centres. The touring exhibition will start Autumn/Winter 2009.  

http://abithomas.blogspot.com  



Arcadia id est : Touring Exhibition 2005-2007 

119 artists’ books exploring nature and the landscape all archived online at:  http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/arcadia.htm 



Artists’ books displayed in special trolley cases at AKI (ArtEz) Academie of Arts in Enschede, The Netherlands          www.aki.nl 



Underground Public Library – Spy Emerson, USA 

“The Underground Public Library does not employ the Dewey decimal system, or require ID to borrow a book, the library deals strictly in 

trade.  The offering must equal the asking, for example a cigarette for a look at the books, 

a box of chocolates to borrow one. 

www.spygirlfriday.com  



The Swimming Cities of Serenissima: Postcards From The Edge of A Junk Boat  

Spy Emerson, Slovenia to Italy  April –June 2009 

www.spygirlfriday.com  

www.swimmingcities.org 



Some projects… 



Bookmarks, an annual project at CFPR, Bookmarks VI launches September 2008 







Letterpress editioned bookmarks for Bookmarks III: Infiltrating Kontakt, Germany and Poland, 2005 and  

Bookmarks IV:  Infiltrating Australia, USA and Europe 2006. Printed by Danny Flynn and Andrew Gossett at  

the Letterpress Studios, Middlesex University, UK 



Bookmarks in the library at Hokkaido College of Art and Design, Sapporo, Japan 



Bookmarks by Karen Damico,  Alice Melvin, Sophie Artemis Pitt, Mike Nicholson and Mette Ambeck for 

Bookmarks V and VI, 2007 -2009.  www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/bkmks 



Art of the Book - Collaboration, at the University of Missouri, USA. 

Curated by Marion Amies, included a free loan of 80 artists’ books from our collection. 

Artists’ Books Partnership Programme  (ABPP) 



 What will be the canon for the artist’s book in the 21st Century?        

 A two year, AHRC - funded research project at the Centre for Fine Print Research,  

 UWE Bristol. 

 In an arena that now includes both digital and traditionally produced artists’ books, 

what will constitute the concepts of artists’ publishing in the future? 

 Over 2008 and 2009 we are investigating and discussing issues concerning the history 

and future of the artist’s book. This research project intends to open a debate to an 

international community of artists, educators, researchers, students, presses, publishers, 

librarians, curators, dealers, collectors and anyone involved in the field. 

 http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/canon.htm 



http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/canon.htm 



http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/canon.htm 



Artists’ Books Seminar 1 

How are artists using and investigating new media for publishing? Where are we going with this? 

Where will the books end up? University of the West of England,  8th May 2008.  You can download text and audio files from:  

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/seminar08.htm 



Artists’ Books Seminar 2 : Friday 20th March 2009 

Artists’ books reports from Poland, Germany and the USA, plus two views from the UK. 

You can download talks as audio files at: http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/seminar209.htm 



A Call to Action for Letterpress Printers! 

Al-Mutanabbi Street Broadsides - Round Four - Summer 2009 

To protest & commemorate the bombing of al-Mutanabbi Street, the centre of bookselling in Baghdad, on March 5th 2007, 

The Mutanabbi Street Coalition has been organising readings and other events since April 2007 as fundraisers for  

Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/mutan209.htm 

Broadsides above by Annette Dißlin and Andy Gossett 



David Kirby for the al-Mutanabbi Street project, 2009. 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/mutan209.htm 



Nadia Chalabi printing her broadside for the al-Mutanabbi Street project, 2009 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/mutan209.htm. 



Nadia Chalabi broadside for the al-Mutanabbi Street project, 2009 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/mutan209.htm 



Broadsides above by Darren De La Pena and Tom Sowden 

http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/mutan209.htm 







How to find out more about artists’ books … 



Book Arts Newsletter 

free mail out b&w copy  

ISSN 1754-9078 (Print) 

free colour download PDF 

ISSN 1754-9086 (Online)  

from www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/banlists.htm 



Artists’ Books Creative Production and Marketing 

A free guide for book artists 

Impact Press, UWE Bristol, 2005, and an updated and extended 

version published in August 2007 

FREE PDF DOWNLOAD 64pp, from  

www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/surv07.htm 

Paper copies also available  



The Blue Notebook  

journal for artists’ books  

Published twice yearly by Impact Press 

www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/bnotebk.htm 



The Artist’s Book Yearbook   

A bi-annual reference publication published by Impact Press   

www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/bookpub.htm 



www.zyarts.com/zybooks 



David Paton’s website and database of South African Artists’ Books 

www.theartistsbook.org.za 



The Bonefolder, an open-access  e-journal  

for bookbinding and the book arts.  

Free download from 

http://www.philobiblon.com/bonefolder/ 



www.weloveyourbooks.com 



http://bookart.pl Alicja Slowikowska  is the curator of the 

Contemporary Polish Book Art exhibition series 

which include invited artists and open calls; there 

are no limits on what can be included under 

the Book Art umbrella.   

Artists are encouraged to participate and show  

objects, illustrations, fine press books, authors’ books, 

limited editions, artists’ books and book installations. 



Artist Books 3.0 a networking site for book artists created by Robert Heather. 

Join or browse at  http://artistbooks.ning.com 



The National Art Library at the V&A Museum’s online facility for artists’ books, with information on  

the collection, a visual database and interviews with book artists. 

www.vam.ac.uk/collections/prints_books/features/artists_books/index.html 



The artist Francis Elliott has been adding examples of seminal books to Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Artist%27s_books_and_multiples 



www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk 
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