
	   1	  

Views across the pages: les vues à travers les pages 
Sarah Bodman, for the symposium Artists’ books v. Livres d’artistes, 
Museé d’Art Moderne, Saint Etienne, France. Saturday 29th September 2012 
 
A presentation and discussion around examples of contemporary books by British artists inspired 
by experiences, travel and memories of France. Books created from the 1980s onwards, from 
altered books made out of classic literary publications, to structural works specially made for the 
exhibition ‘Regards Croisés’, that reflect the beauty of France’s regional mountain landscapes. 
Artists’ books that respond to existing texts by French poets such as Rimbaud or Baudelaire, and 
works relating to theories posited by philosophers including Augé, Deleuze and Guattari.  
 
British artists based in France include Sharon Kivland, whose year-long project with DomoBaal 
Editions, London is publishing artists’ books from her collections of vintage French postcards. 
The French artist Nicolas Frespech and his peers’ work creating e-books for viewing online and 
on tablets has included translations across the channel for publishing in English and French. Lucy 
May Schofield’s BABL project, supplying bibliographic artists’ books therapy, tours in a 
specially converted and restored Citroen HY Van; a 1971 ex French Fire Engine. International 
collaborative projects including British and French artists by organisations such as Field Study’s 
ReSite – Manual of Scores, Manifestos & Radical Actions. 
 
Books by artists including: Nancy Campbell’s Boat Trip, a translation of ‘Le bateau ivre’ by 
Arthur Rimbaud. Codex 8, a collaborative artists’ books project led by Tim Mosely, exploring 
Deleuze and Guattari ‘s ideas of smooth and striated space in the urban jungle. Tom Sowden’s 
photographic bookworks in response to seminal works by Ed Ruscha and Marc Augé’s theories 
of non-place in the 21st Century; from supermarkets to car parks and petrol stations, and Anwyl 
Cooper-Willis’s Twelve months on the Pavements of Paris. 
 
 
John Dilnot	  
Book works by the British artist John Dilnot are usually very English-centric, based on the 
perception of a particularly quaint way of life in the English countryside used in advertising. The 
books affectionately mimic this outlook through titles such as Fifteen English Homes, Good and 
Bad Apples, British Trees etc. Dilnot is one of the artists selected for the edition Cahiers 
Intempestifs #25 "Made in Britain", ISBN: 978-2-911698-58-3, published June 2010 by 
Gutenberg Networks, France. For this he produced a series of hand cut birds winging their way 
from Britain to France over an old atlas. The artist also produces boxed paperworks utilising old 
maps and reference books, some of which include: 
 	  
Reserve Naturelle, John Dilnot, handmade, unique cut work from old map of France, 2007. 
www.johndilnot.com 
 
Lost in France, John Dilnot, handmade, unique cut work from old map of France, 2007. 
www.johndilnot.com 
 
Trouville-ser-mer, John Dilnot, handmade, unique cut work from old map of France, 2008. 
www.johndilnot.com 
 
U LE LE, John Dilnot, handmade, unique cut work from old map of France, 2007. 
www.johndilnot.com 
 
More examples of John Dilnot’s box works can also be seen at www.johndilnot.com 
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And at Rebecca Hossack Gallery. http://www.r-h-g.co.uk 
 
 
Field Study 
An international collective of artists from Britain, France and other European countries, also 
working in Australia, Field study works towards inclusive publishing of editions, with a call for 
any artist to join and contribute. They have exhibited extensively in Europe and Australia, and 
their editions include contributions from many British and French artists. 
 
David Dellafiora: “Field Study began in 1993 as a way of reclaiming the negative spaces 
between art and life. Activities stemming from Field Study are emanations and group emanations 
are manifestations. Field Study sees each work as a manifestation of a collective spirit. Everyone 
is welcome to become a member of Field Study, irrespective of their arts practice, and contribute 
to the Field Report. Field Study also produces the assembling publications WIPE and ReSite, and, 
in collaboration with Karingal, KART.” 
 
Field Study holding their annual meeting in January at 12 noon on the front steps of Tate Britain, 
Millbank, London. http://daviddellafiora.blogspot.co.uk 
 
Field Study: ReSite, Manual of Scores, Manifestos & Radical Actions, No.3 Vol.2, 2012 
http://daviddellafiora.blogspot.co.uk 
 
Field Study: Mail-Art postcard from Andre Rober, France, August 2012. 
http://daviddellafiora.blogspot.co.uk 
 
Field Study: 2011 Field Report, published 2012 with artists contributions from around the world, 
including France. http://daviddellafiora.blogspot.co.uk 
 
KART, an instant art collection in a box 
KART magazine, curated David Dellafiora, is an assembling publication created to promote 
artistic and cultural diversity. KART is an ongoing project, with no deadlines, and work is 
accepted on a continuing basis. Each issue of KART is produced in limited editions of 40.  
France: JF Chapelle and Henri Lucas. http://daviddellafiora.blogspot.co.uk 
 
 
The Bibliotherapy Artist's Book Library (BABL) 
Lucy May Schofield 
“In June 2009 I created the Bibliotherapy Artist's Book Library (BABL), in the belief that reading 
books and engaging with art have huge mental health benefits. I have a modest collection of 
artists' books which I have used for the past 8 years to inspire other people to write, illustrate and 
make their own books through lecturing and teaching workshops. Where this has been hugely 
satisfying, I have grown a little weary of late. I want these books to exist elsewhere. I want them 
to be discovered by strangers, live outside of the institutions they are often housed. Breathe - no 
white gloves, no glass cabinets. Just me, a cabinet of artists' books, four wheels and the open 
road.”	  
 
After a long search, Lucy May Schofield finally found a Citroen HY Van, a 1971 ex French Fire 
Engine (aka Delores) in March 2010.  
 
Delores was repaired, refitted and repainted to become the Bibliotherapy Artist's Book Library 
(BABL) mobile library. http://bibliotherapyartistsbooklibrary.blogspot.co.uk 
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Over 100 artists have donated books to the library. The image shows a selection of some of the 
artists’ books held in the Bibliotherapy Artist's Book Library (BABL) mobile library, which are 
regularly used on its outings.  
http://bibliotherapyartistsbooklibrary.blogspot.co.uk               
http://lucymayschofield.blogspot.co.uk 
 
 
Sharon Kivland 
Kivland is a British artist living and working in France. The following book was initially 
published as a one-off edition, inspired by the artist’s collection of vintage French postcards. This 
first book included cards sent to friends and families from holidays by the sea, the title taken from 
the message on one of the postcards.  
 
'La mer est si bleue', Sharon Kivland, published by DomoBaal Editions, edition of 100, published 
at the invitation of AM Bruno on the occasion of the London Art Book Fair, September 2011 
 
After the publication of 'La mer est si bleue', the artist has delved further into her collection to 
publish a subscription series of 12 books over 12 months with DomoBaal Editions, each in an 
edition of 100. Each month subscribers receive a new book, the title and subject matter unknown 
until the package is opened to reveal the book. 
 
As the artist states: “Titles may include: Frères et Sœurs, Communiants et Communiantes, Nus 
exotiques, Chalets Suisses, Les Lacs alpins, La Neige sur les montagnes, Femmes et roses, Les 
arrangements des fleurs, Les Chiens des Pyrenées, Les Femmes du monde, Les Amants, Pierrots 
et Pierrettes, Certains messages de loin. 
 
(Although the titles are in French, as the books are (largely) made of images only, language 
should be no barrier to comprehension)” 
 
http://domobaal.com/publications.html 
www.sharonkivland.com 
 
 
La Neige sur les montagnes, Sharon Kivland, DomoBaal Editions, 2012 
http://domobaal.com/publications.html 
www.sharonkivland.com 
 
Les Reflets, Sharon Kivland, DomoBaal Editions, 2012 
http://domobaal.com/publications.html 
www.sharonkivland.com 
 
 
Nancy Campbell 
Boat Trip 
“I had been invited to work with Woodside Press in Brooklyn to print a book project. They have a 
vast array of typefaces and can cast text afresh for each project with the Linotype Casters, so it 
was inevitable the book would be quite heavily textual. I was interested in doing a version of this 
poem (Rimbaud's Le Bateau Ivre) as it was translated by so many poets and seems to have been a 
staple of the independent publishing scene... short enough to print by hand, long enough to make 
a substantial pamphlet. 
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I used a French type (Garamond) and light Japanese papers and Japanese binding to reflect the 
Oriental influences on Rimbaud. The cover paper, with an indigo stain suggesting stormy 
weather, is from the magnificent Cave paper mill in the USA.” 
 
‘Le Bateau Ivre’ by Arthur Rimbaud, translated by Nancy Campbell. 
Woodside Press, Brooklyn (2006) Letterpress printed in Garamond on Kitakata natural, with an 
oriental sewn binding and decorative hand-incised card covers. Edition of 70 numbered and 
signed copies. www.nancycampbell.co.uk/books 
 
 
Anwyl Cooper-Willis 
Twelve months on the Pavements of Paris (2012). In the exhibition Regards Croisés. 
A book of colour photographs of the dates stamped into pavements in Paris, ordered by month 
and ostensibly boring, though they have their variations and minute interests. The dates are just 
quietly there, to be noticed as one wanders the streets, shades of the Situationist dérive.  
 
Dates refer to time; what happened that day – to me, in the wider world? Like On Kawara’s date 
paintings, these dates were carefully made on the stated date, for some formal purpose and 
according to a ritual of some description, and each one remains as a memorial to that ‘today’. 
http://acooperwillis.wordpress.com 
 
 
Angie Butler, Pet Galerie Press 
Tour De France. In the exhibition Regards Croisés. 
A small book that is map-like in the experiential qualities of its navigation. The printed text depicts 
travelling glimpses – small, everyday observations of France, from an English person’s point of view. 
Complete with a few spelling mistakes, mispronunciations, or incorrect word emphasis, it evidences 
an appreciation and romantic fondness for French culture. 
 
Letterpress Printed Double-Sided Maze Book, which can be opened out to sheet size of 64 x 48 
cm. Spiral Typeset, and Printed with Plum Black Letterpress Ink on Simili Japon.  
 
len4letterpress.blogspot.com 
http://yourplacemyplaceproject.blogspot.co.uk 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/angietext.htm 
 
 
Charlotte Hall 
Flying High is based on Hall’s experience of micro-lighting in the Pyrenees during the summer of 
2001. In the exhibition Regards Croisés. 
 
The architectural folds and concertina style binding represent the terrain and patterns cutting 
through the land and its patchwork quilt of fields and roads. I used colours that I felt represented 
the feel of the summer heat. 2012  
www.eccentrichorace.blogspot.com 
 
 
Christopher Robinson 
Two books from a series self-published through POD, with the removal of all texts from the 
originals except as follows: 
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La Chamade, Christopher Robinson 
'La Chamade' is a facsimile of Francois Sagan's novel of that name with all the text removed 
other than sentences beginning with the word 'She...' up until the first punctuation. By removing 
most of the source text and leaving space where the removed words were it transforms the novel 
into a book of original concrete poetry. 
 
Along with 'Sunlight On Cold Water' & 'Wonderful Clouds' it forms a triptych of parallel 
narratives. When read together the three books seem to provide alternative views of a very similar 
story.  
 
Christopher Robinson 
www.wordsofdeadpoets.co.uk 
 
Words, Christopher Robinson 
'Words' is a facsimile of Jean Paul Sartre's autobiographical novel of that name with all the text 
removed other than an eleven word phrase of the authors' own found in sequence within Sartre's 
original. 
 
The phrase is a reference to a line written by Andre Breton using his surrealist technique of 
stream of consciousness.  
 
“These words of dead poets fall like corpses from my mouth” 
www.wordsofdeadpoets.co.uk 
 
 
Tom Sowden 
Sowden is a maker and collector of photographic bookworks made in response to seminal works 
by Ed Ruscha. In producing his own books, he also is also heavily influenced by Marc Augé’s 
theories of non-place in the 21st Century; photographing abandoned shopping trolleys in 
supermarket car parks, or empty seats in waiting rooms or on public transport, that he has 
occupied in his transition through areas of non-place. He is currently collaborating with the artist 
Michalis Pichler on a touring exhibition of books made by artists in tribute to the works of Ed 
Ruscha, which exhibits book works from each of their collections. 
 
Fortynine Coach Seats, Tom Sowden, 2003.  
www.tomsowden.com 
Twentysix Gasoline Stations, Michalis Pichler, 2009.  
http://buypichler.com 
 
 
Fortynine Coach Seats Travelling Along the M4. 2003.  
Tom Sowden’s first artist’s book in reference to Ed Ruscha’s Twentysix Gasoline Stations, and 
Non-Places: Introduction to an Anthropology of Supermodernity by the French anthropologist 
Marc Augé. www.tomsowden.com 
 
Homeless People. Tom Sowden. 2004. www.tomsowden.com 
 
Fiftytwo Shopping Trolleys in Parking Lots, Tom Sowden, 2004. www.tomsowden.com 
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Some books by French artists included in Sowden’s collection and exhibition tour: 
 
Eric Tabuchi 
Twentysix Abandoned Gasoline Stations. French photographer Eric Tabuchi’s 2008 tribute book 
referencing Ed Ruscha's artist's book Twentysix Gasoline Stations (1963). www.erictabuchi.fr 
 
26 recycled gasoline stations French photographer Eric Tabuchi’s later version of a tribute to Ed 
Ruscha's artist's book Twentysix Gasoline Stations (1963). www.erictabuchi.fr 
 
Yann Sérandour 
Thirtysix Fire Stations. Yann Sérandour (2004)  
In 1964, Edward Ruscha published Various Small Fires after having published Twentysix 
Gasoline Stations in 1963. Forty years later, Thirtysix Fire Stations represents all the fire stations 
of the city of Montreal in operation on December 19, 2001. www.rearsound.net 
 
 
Codex Event 8 
An Australian and British collaboration of pulp-printing, installation and artists’ books with Sarah 
Bodman, Paul Laidler, Tim Mosely, Monica Oppen and Tom Sowden, based on Deleuze and 
Guattari’s exploration of smooth and striated space in their publication A Thousand Plateaus.  
 
The initial brief was to look at smooth and striated space in relation to the urban jungle. The 
striated was to be the instructional signs we assimilate and obey each day as we pass through any 
city: “don’t walk, walk, do not enter, exit, stay behind the line, go back” etc. To smooth was to 
remove the control, and think of space in the way that the Inuit see their surroundings on an even, 
unbroken white horizon of snow, or the way that nomads travel without constraint in the desert 
landscape. A full report on the collaboration can be read at: 
www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/codex8_sb12.htm 
 
The artists’ books produced as unique books for Codex 8: 
 
Sarah Bodman: Do Not Enter  
Paul Laidler: Record, 2012 
Tim Mosely: The Burden of Privilege and Privileging Burden  
Monica Oppen: A speck of dust 
Tom Sowden: Smooth My (striated) Urban Bitch 
 
www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/codex8_sb12.htm 
 
 
Nicolas Frespech – digital art books 
A project by the French artist Nicolas Frespech producing works that explore and reflect on 
digital publishing by artists, using Epub and Calibre. Frespech has collaborated with artists in the 
UK, including myself, on dual language editions such as Candidature. French speakers can read 
his column on digital art books on poptronics.fr We have also published a translation and updated 
version of his essay in English in our journal for artists’ books, The Blue Notebook, Vol 7 No 1, 
October 2012. “Inventions of the digital artist’s book” 
http://poptronics.fr/Inventons-le-livre-d-artiste 
 
The following books are a few examples of digital bookworks by artists that can be downloaded 
from his website http://lirepub.com: 
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Mes fautes - My Faults, Nicolas Frespech "Parce que dans la vie on fait tous des erreurs!” August 
2012. http://lirepub.com  
 
Prendre du recul / Stand Back. Florent Lagrange. May 2012.   
http://florentlagrange.eu  
 
Bookcases, Nicolas Frespech, March 2012. http://frespech.com/ebook/  
 
Frespech is also continually updating his mind map of how digital artists’ books can or should 
perform and what our experiences of them could be: 
 
Un livre d'artiste augmenté? An augmented artist's e-book?  
http://lirepub.com/livre_augmente.html 
 
 
Sarah Bodman 
Sarah.Bodman@uwe.ac.uk 
www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk 
 


